
command of James Nicol had been formed here and 
expected to be called out at any moment. They were 
partially equipped but lacked the regulation shirt. 
It had been arranged that if a telegram was received 
from the Governor 
calling out these 
men. the bell of the 
M ethodist church 
should be rung as 


the importance of better protection and four compan¬ 
ies were organized, known as Neptune No. i; Eagle 
No. 2; Rescue No. 3. and Good Will No. 4. Each 
company was provided with a small engine of little 
value, built at the 
N-Sc/r'k’**** D. & H. Gravity 

j.M,L.u ? h.»c shops. The com- 

_ panies represented 

the four wards of 
the city and their 
officers were: Nep- 
tune Co., G. R. 

( Jt-jL .* Love, captain; G. 

m H. Wentz, assist- 

Tvr ant captain; Lewis 

A Pug he, treasurer 

1 \ and James Ruth- 

wflk ven, secretary. 

C j* Eagle Co., E. 

White, foreman; 
John McKillip, 

‘ Q | first assistant; S. 

.. T. Corby, second 

assistant; W. R. 
f Baker, secretary’; 

A. L. Hunt, treas- 
urer; G. W. Gris- 
a El wold, Charles 

Hagan, Wm. R. 
W Baker, committee. 

Rescue Co., fore- 
man, David Pren- 
% dergast; first as- 

] sistant foreman, G. 

F. Fordham; sec- 
V ond assistant fore- 

A man, Alonzo 

^ \ Eaton; secretary, 

Jljk R e nselaer David; 

treasurer, Z. K. 
Waldron. Good 
Will Co., Michael 
Flynn, fcreman; 
Bernard McTighe, 
assistant foreman; 
t. voyii Dg Peter Dockerty, 

j.KirkwSod treasurer; Thomas 

icSSa Farrell, secretary. 

December 3, 
iven was elected by the firemen 
chief engineer of the department. These compai ies 
soon disbanded and the engines were returned to the 
D. & H. The city authorities then took the matter 
in hand and purchased an engine of the “Button’s 
Piano” pattern which arrived on July 10, 1855, the 
day being made a gala occasion. This is still in pos¬ 

session of Columbia hose company which was organ¬ 
ized at that time with ninety-six men. The officers 
were David Prendergast, foreman; Richard Howarth, 


J. M. Poore 
J burn* 

J. Burke 
Dan PrendergRHt 


Dave Prendergaat 
\\ Warner 
J. Kelly 


*" £ 


J Ward 
P Byrne 
J Utary 


First Fire Companies. 

The first fire company of the city was “Rescue 
Hook and Ladder Company” formed in 1843. The 
great fire of 1850, awakened the people to a sense of 



